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Health Status Data Update 
 
 
Natality 
 
 1997 1998 
Live Births 20,744 20,729 
Birth Rate 11.4 per 1,000  11.4 per 1,000 
U.S. Birth Rate 14.9 per 1,000 14.6 per 1,000 
Teenage Birth Rate 47.9 per 1,000 49.2 per 1,000 
U.S. Teenage Birth Rate 52.3 per 1,000 51.1 per 1,000 
Low Birthweight Births 8.3% 8.1% 
U.S. Low Birthweight Births 7.4% 7.6% 
 
 
Mortality 
 

Ten Leading Causes of 
Death 

1997 
Ranking 

Difference 
from U.S. 

Rate 
1998 

Ranking 

Difference 
from U.S. 

Rate 
Diseases of the Heart 1 +21.2% 1 +20.7% 
Cancer 2 +13.8% 2 +11.6% 
Stroke 3 +2.4% 3 +1.1 
Chronic Obstructive 
Pulmonary Disease 

4 +31.6% 4 +27.6% 

Unintentional Injuries, All 
Forms 

5 +22.2% 5 +24.5% 

Pneumonia and 
Influenza 6 +2.9% 7 -3.3% 

Diabetes Mellitus 7 +40.8% 6 +41.8% 
Nephritis, Nephrotic 
Syndrome, and 
Nephrosis 

8 +34.0% 8 +50.7% 

Suicide 9 +27.8% 9 +10.1% 
Septicemia 10 +24.3% 10 +19.8% 
 
 
 1997 1998 
Infant Mortality 9.5 per 1,000 live births 8.1 per 1,000 live births 
U.S. Infant Mortality 7.1 per 1,000 live births 7.2 per 1,000 live births 
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Behavioral Risk Factors 
 

Prevalence of Current Cigarette Smoking 

 1997 1998 1999 
Men 27.3% 29.7% 30.2% 
Women 27.6% 26.4% 24.4% 
Total 27.4% 27.9% 27.1% 

 
 

Prevalence of Obesity 

 1997 1998 1999 
Men 41.5% 24.8% 24.3% 
Women 40.9% 23.1% 24.9% 
Total 41.2% 23.9% 24.6% 

 
 

Prevalence of Sedentary Lifestyle 

 1997 1998 
Men 66.9% 43.0% 
Women 68.2% 44.4% 
Total 67.6% 43.7% 

 
 

Prevalence of Binge Drinking 

 1997 1999 
Men 13.8% 14.5% 
Women 3.6% 3.3% 
Total 8.4% 8.5% 
 

 


