
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

2000-2002 STATE HEALTH PLAN 
ANNUAL REPORT 

 
 
 
 

I. STATE HEALTH PLAN ADVISORY GROUP 
 
 

Overview: Section one presents the members of the State 
Health Plan Advisory Group (SHAG) and the meeting 
facilitator, discusses 2000 meetings and actions, and 
recognizes retiring SHAG members. 
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State Health Plan Advisory Group and Meeting Facilitator 
 
 

The State Health Plan Advisory Group (SHAG), formerly known as the Issue Selection 
Group, assisted in the identification and selection of issues for inclusion in the State 
Health Plan. The Group identified nine strategic health issues now contained in the 
Plan. The SHAG later reconvened to further shape the State Health Plan by ranking 
recommended policies by value and urgency. The SHAG then identified Lead Agencies 
responsible for developing and implementing individual work plans for each of the 
policies, assuring that the most urgent issues are being addressed. In addition, the 
Group will assist in the establishment of partnerships throughout the state to promote 
the State Health Plan as a shared responsibility of all interested parties, including the 
private sector. Finally, they will have a key role in evaluating the effectiveness of the 
policy recommendations in improving the state health care system and the health status 
of West Virginia residents. A listing of SHAG members is presented below. Note that 
professional titles are reflected as of December 31, 2000. 
 
The work of SHAG is facilitated by Dr. Neil S. Bucklew, Professor and Past President, 
West Virginia University. As the State Health Plan Advisory Group meeting facilitator, 
Dr. Bucklew skillfully manages meetings and performs related duties that greatly 
improve the State Health Plan process. In his role as facilitator, Dr. Bucklew assists the 
State Health Plan Advisory Group to make continuous progress in often complex health 
care issues, facilitates issues of discussion as a neutral party, collaborates with Health 
Care Authority staff to develop strategies ensuring success, provides external party 
review and comment on State Health Plan-related documents, and represents an 
important thread of continuity in the State Health Plan process. 
 
Jim Anderson United States Department of Agriculture, 
Rural Development Coordinator Rural Development 

Robert Ayers West Virginia Public Employees Insurance Agency 
Executive Director 

Cathy Ayersman West Virginia Insurance Commission 
Director of Consumer Advocacy 

Dallas Bailey, PhD Governor’s Cabinet on Children and Families 
Director 

Penelope Baughman West Virginia Health Care Authority 
Health Planner 

Cathy Chadwell West Virginia Health Care Authority 
Health Planner 

Thomas Dudley West Virginia Bureau of Senior Services 
Manager, Research & Development 

Max Fijewski Weirton Steel Corporation 
Director of Employee Benefits 

David Forinash West Virginia Department of Health and Human 
Deputy Secretary Resources 
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William Gavin Mountain State Blue Cross Blue Shield 
Director of Management Information 

John Grey West Virginia Health Care Authority 
Chief Information Officer 

D. Parker Haddix West Virginia Health Care Authority 
Chairman  

Hilda Heady West Virginia Rural Health Education Partnerships 
Executive Director 

Howard Hunt, DO West Virginia School of Osteopathic Medicine 
Professor and Associate Dean 

Sallie Hunt West Virginia Health Care Authority 
Chief Policy Officer 

Mary Huntley West Virginia Bureau for Public Health, 
Director Office of Community and Rural Health Services 

Evan Jenkins West Virginia State Medical Association 
Executive Director 

J. Thomas Jones West Virginia Roundtable 
Secretary 

Sam Kapourales West Virginia Health Care Authority 
Board Member 

Sharon Lansdale Center for Rural Health Development 
Executive Director 

Elizabeth Lawton West Virginia Bureau for Medical Services 
Commissioner 

Kenna Levendosky West Virginia Health Care Authority 
GIS Analyst 

Gloria Long West Virginia Public Employees Insurance Agency 
Member Services Administrator 

Charles McKown, MD Marshall University School of Medicine 
Vice President and Dean 

C. Gregory Morris West Virginia Health Care Authority 
Executive Director 

Alvin Moss, MD West Virginia University Center for Health Ethics and 
Director Law, West Virginia Initiative to Improve End-of-Life Care 

Roland Parsley United Food and Commercial Workers Local 347 and 
Administrator Employers Health and Welfare Plan 

Louie Paterno West Virginia Health Care Authority 
Board Member 

George Pickett, MD West Virginia Medical Institute 
Medical Director 

Cecil Pollard West Virginia University Office of Health Services 
Director Research 
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Renate Pore, PhD University System of West Virginia, 
Project Director Community Voices Partnership 

John Prescott, MD University Health Associates 
President and CEO 

Sally Richardson West Virginia University Center for Healthcare Policy 
Executive Director and Research 

Tom Sims West Virginia Bureau for Public Health, 
Director of Health Promotion Office of Epidemiology and Health Promotion 

Linda Sovine West Virginia Health Care Authority 
Director of Planning 

Dayle Stepp West Virginia Health Care Authority 
Director of Certificate of Need 

Steven Summer West Virginia Hospital Association 
President 

Henry Taylor, MD West Virginia Bureau for Public Health 
Commissioner 

Martha Walker West Virginia State Senate  
Senator 

W. Donald Weston, MD University System of West Virginia 
Vice Chancellor 

Dot Yeager West Virginia Children's Health Insurance Program 
Interim Director 

Lenore Zedosky West Virginia Department of Education, 
Executive Director Office of Healthy Schools 
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Meeting Dates and Actions 
 
 

2000 Overview 
 

In 2000, the focus was implementing the State Health Plan. Upon receiving 
formal approval of the Plan in January, the development of a framework for 
implementation was initiated. SHAG meetings were held on April 5 and 
November 3 to accomplish the framework. These two meetings are described in 
more detail below. Additionally, minutes for these meetings may be found at the 
WVHCA website (http://www.hcawv.org). 

 
 
 
January 5, 2000 
 

Chief executive approval of the 2000-2002 State Health Plan occurred. The new 
Plan replaced all prior State Health Plans with the exception of the certificate of 
need standards which will be reviewed and revised during the following two 
years. 

 
 
 
April 5, 2000 
 

A SHAG meeting was held to focus on beginning State Health Plan 
implementation activities. Topics of discussion included: 
 

• Review of State Health Plan activities to date 
 

• General discussion of the State Health Plan Implementation Plan 
 

• Review of SHAG member roles and responsibilities 
 

• Review of the State Health Plan Implementation Outline and worksheet 
materials to be used by Lead Agencies 

 
• Discussion of preliminary Lead Agency assignments 

 
• Review of the State Health Plan Timetable of Events 

 
Document revisions were made after the meeting using the suggestions of the 
Group.  
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November 3, 2000 
 

A SHAG meeting was held to focus on a review of the State Health Plan 
implementation work plans developed by the Lead Agencies. Topics of 
discussion included: 
 

• Review of the State Health Plan process to date 
 

• General discussion of a Critical Issues Summary highlighting  
 

New Initiatives 
 

Major New Resources 
 

Policy Issues Raised 
 

• Review of Lead Agency reporting requirements 
 

• Discussion of the upcoming State Health Plan Annual Report  
 

• Discussion of a prospective Lead Agency Summit 
 
Document revisions were made after the meeting using the suggestions of the 
Group. 
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Recognition of Retiring SHAG Members 
 
 

The Health Care Authority would like to recognize the following SHAG members whose 
membership is expiring this year. Their efforts as SHAG members are greatly 
appreciated. Each of these members has made unique and important  contributions to 
the 2000-2002 State Health Plan. 
 
 
 
 
 
Robert Ayers West Virginia Public Employees Insurance Agency 
Executive Director 

 

Dallas Bailey, PhD Governor’s Cabinet on Children and Families 
Director 

 

David Forinash West Virginia Department of Health and  
Deputy Secretary Human Resources 
 

Mary Huntley West Virginia Bureau for Public Health, 
Director Office of Community and Rural Health Services 

 

Elizabeth Lawton West Virginia Bureau for Medical Services 
Commissioner 

 

George Pickett, MD West Virginia Medical Institute 
Medical Director 

 

Martha Walker West Virginia State Senate 
Senator 

 


